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Once ’Round the Cove

One of the Warmest Winters in Years
Coldest water: 51.1 degrees - 2/27

Coldest air: 40.3 degrees -2/20
Coldest wind chill: 38.3 degrees - 2/20

Coldest combined air and water: 92.4 degrees - 2/23
Warmest water: 54.9 degrees - 2/20

Warmest air: 56.7 degrees - 2/6
Warmest combined: 111.7 degrees - 2/4
1. One of the warmest winters in years

2. Usually coldest temps are experienced in fi rst two weeks of January 
3. Th is year, all warmest and coldest temps have been observed in February

4. 15 days where combined temperatures went under 100
Vince Huangvcc

Fiona (Fiona Gordon), the manager 
of a small fast-food restaurant, lives 

with her husband (Dominique Abel) 
and two young children in a nondescript 
neighborhood of cookie-cutter houses. 
One night, after sending her employees 
home, she accidentally gets locked in her 
restaurant walk-in fridge, where she spends 
the night. In the morning, half frozen and 
barely alive, she returns home only to realize 
her family has not even missed her. An 
obsession with all things cold seizes Fiona 
and she eventually hides in the back of a 
refrigerator truck, the fi rst step on her quest 
for happiness in the land of real icebergs.  
      Gordon and Abel, both veteran 

mimes and European street performers, 
demonstrate their gifts for physical comedy 
and mime in this fi lm about a romantic, 
wild, and improbable chase into the Arctic 
realms.  It is full of unexpected surprises, 
with Fiona maybe even fi nding what she 
goes looking for. 
     Th ose of us who pay attention to such 
things will notice that when Fiona dives 
into the chilly waters to swim to her iceberg, 
she moves through the waves with a lovely 
strong stroke, making it clear that she will 
beat all Dolphins, polar bears or not, who 
try to get there fi rst.   
      Sid Hollister

Cine Corner
L’ICEBERG (Belgian)  
2005 Fiona Gordon, Dominique Abel, and Bruno Romy (Netfl ix)

We are already in our fi fth year! Th ere 
have been 46 scheduled 4-hour work 

sessions from the start in 2014 through 
the end of 2017. A total of 42 members 
have worked over 848 volunteer hours, 
not including time at home to input data. 
Th anks to all of you! 
     In February, we received ten boxes of 
very old club records plus research by late 
Club historian, Walt Schneebeli.  A real 
treasure trove!
     Currently, we are digitizing and 
indexing old Board minutes, including the 
handwritten minutes 1949-1960.  Reading 
them is full of surprises!  For example:
     Party bargains: Tickets for the April 1947 
Installation Dinner Dance at the Sir Francis 
Drake Hotel: $4 each.
     With the times: In July 1951, the Board 
revised the membership application form, 
requiring prospective members to answer 
several questions, including:  
“Have you ever been a member of the 
Communist Party?”
     Naughty boys: In March 1952, two 
members (not named) were “ fi ned $5 and 

made to appear on work days for horseplay - 
breaking into lockers.”
     Dangers of card playing: In April, May 
and June 1952, the Board voted to restrict 
card games to the galley and ban them 
entirely from the Staib Room. In June, 
members voted to rescind the ban (except 
for minors), but with conditions. Th ere must 
be “monitors,” players should  “police their 
own games,” and those “who use profanity 
will be brought before Board of Governors.”
     Saving Aquatic Park: In 1960 the Board 
discussed a private group’s plan to rebuild 
Aquatic Park into a “small boat harbor with 
a series of land locked heated swimming 
pools.”  Th e Dolphin Club joined forces 
with the South End to object. “It was agreed 
that this plan would be detrimental to both 
open water swimming and hand propelled 
boating.”
     Please come help out! You don’t need 
any special skills past knowing how to use 
your computer and an interest in Dolphin 
Club history.  Watch for work dates on the 
bulletin board and list serve.

Morgan Kulla

‘Were you ever a member of the Communist Party?’
News From the Archives
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The Dolphin Club is dark at fi ve 
in the morning. As we unlock 
the typhoon doors and turn on 

the lights, we wonder who will show 
up to join us in the pre-dawn water. 
Th ey will wear colorful blinking 
lights in their caps as they swim to 
the fi rst Sherman tank that has been 
stranded on the reef since World War 
II. Th e lights are a beautiful sight 
in the blackness and a practical one 
too - they let us track the swimmers 
who continue to the second tank 
while others return or take a diff erent 
path in the water. If there are new 
swimmers, we’ll teach them how to 
swim in the shallow water near the 
sandy shore. Otherwise, we too will 
swim into the darkness and watch 
with the others as the Eastern horizon 
glows red and America’s day begins.
     My wife, Emma and I founded 
Dolphin Club Saipan in 2014. 
Based closely on the volunteer-based 
operation of its mother club in San 
Francisco, it is the swim program of 
500 Sails. 500 Sails is a non-profi t 
organization with a mission to get 
500 sailing proas in the waters of 
the Marianas by 2030. Funded by 
donations and both local and federal 
grants, we teach participants to swim, 
build and sail canoes. To date we have 
put three canoes in the water - a 26-
foot Chamorro canoe “Neni” that we 
built ourselves, a 
donated 41-foot 
Chamorro canoe 
“Ladahao” 
that was built 
in Chicago in 
the 1960s that 
we restored, 
and a 50-foot 
Polynesian 
vaka, Okeanos 
Marianas. Th e 
latter came 
to us by way 
of Okeanos 
Foundation for 
the Sea - an 
international 
foundation that 

has been enabling Pacifi c nations 
to get back on the water with state-
of-the art fossil fuel-free Polynesian 
sailing canoes equipped with 
supplemental coconut oil engines. 
A fourth canoe, “Richard Seman,” 
is under construction in the 500 
Sails boatyard. It will be our second 
prototype canoe, to be followed by 
massive eff ort to build 58 more over 
the next 18 months.
     To fully appreciate what is 
happening in Saipan, I need to tell 
you a story. 
     It is a story that has its beginning 
4000 years ago when a seafaring 
people crossed thousands of miles of 
open ocean to settle in the fourteen 
Chamorro islands known today as 
the Marianas. In these islands they 
found everything an islander could 
want; high mountains and plateaus to 
provide protection from storms and 
the sea, rich volcanic soil supporting 
lush tropical forests, fresh water lakes 
and streams, and an ocean teaming 
with life. Isolated by distance from 
the rest of Oceania, the Chamorros 
thrived in their new home. Over 
thousands of years their language 
changed and their society developed 
in response to the environment, 
centered on the forests and the ocean. 
Th eir gods were in the wind and the 
sea. Th ey venerated their ancestors 

and kept their bones nearby so that 
they could be asked for help and 
guidance. Chamorro clans had their 
own villages where wise women made 
important decisions and strong men 
enforced them. Although confl icts 
between villages sometimes led to 
skirmishes, there were no real wars. 
Th e Chamorros lived for the most part 
in peace and good health in a paradise 
of light and land and ocean. And in 
this paradise, they built and sailed the 
fastest boats in the world.
     In the 16th and 17th centuries, 
Europeans who came to the 
Chamorro Islands marveled at what 
they saw - hundreds of sailing canoes 
would meet their ships, sailing circles 
around them at speeds that were 
two or three times greater than their 
fastest ships. In their own words...
     “We were no more than two leagues 
from the island when fi fty or sixty proas 
under sail surrounded the fl eet. Th ese 
proas were furnished with lateen sails 
of palm mats and were as light as the 
wind...Th e day had scarcely begun when 
a great number of these proas appeared 
about us...more than four or fi ve 
hundred...” - Legazpi aboard the San 
Pedro, 1565
“...their outrigger boats passed by our 
ship very quickly even though we were 
under full sail...they are like dolphins 
bounding from wave to wave.” 

- Antonio 
Pigefeta, with 
Magellan’s 
squadron, 1521

“Th e natives 
are very 
ingenious 
beyond any 
people in 
making boats...
and therein 
they take great 
delight...I do 
believe they 
sail the best of 
any boats in 
the world. I 
did here for my 

News from Dolphin Club Saipan
Pete Perez

Scale drawing of a Chamorro Flying Proa made by Lt. Piercy Brett in 1742. 
It proved most useful 250 years later long after European soldiers and 

missionaries had destroyed all the proas they found



4   D OLPH I N L O G

Photo: Emily Roth

Bill BurkePhoto Jocelyn Chambers (Mum)

photo Marcus McRitchie

photo Marcus McRitchie

Photo by Susanne Friedrich

own satisfaction try the swiftness of 
one of them...I do believe she would 
have run 24 mile an hour...” - 
William Dampier, 1686

“…as soon as these islanders had 
seen our ship, that it seemed they 
covered the sea all around us... For a 
while they gave us great pleasure and 
a wonderful entertainment, to see 
their canoes so well made, of narrow 
boards painted in various colors and 
skillfully joined and laced together, 
in a fi ne and very beautiful form, so 
light that they looked like birds that 
fl y in that sea...”
 - Carlettis, Italian traders aboard 
the San Pablo in 1596
     But it was all to end. In 1668 
Spanish soldiers and missionaries 
established a permanent settlement 
on Guam. In their arrogance they 
set about systematically destroying 
a culture and society that they 
considered had no right to exist. 
After a bloody struggle of over 30 
years, the Spanish succeeded. Th e 
Chamorros lost their freedom and 
their way of life. By the end of the 
Spanish colonial period there were 
no longer any sailing canoes and 
the knowledge of how to build, 
sail and navigate across the ocean 
was lost. Not a single sailing canoe 
survived.
     But a thread remained - one 
that would give birth to the 
resurrection of the Chamorro 
sailing tradition.
     In 1742 the English ship 
Centurion cautiously approached 
the island of Tinian. Its crew 
was sick and dying, and the 
badly damaged ship was close to 
sinking. Knowing the island had 
been claimed by Spain, England’s 
archenemy, the captain, George 
Anson, desperate for a landfall, 
hoisted a Spanish fl ag as a ruse. 
He chose Tinian because he knew 
that the northern islands were 
uninhabited. Th e false fl ag worked 
- the only people on Tinian at 
the time, a single Spaniard and 
seven Chamorros, sailed a canoe 
out to greet the Centurion and 
were immediately captured. Once 
ashore, the crew buried their dead 

Chamorro proas have been reborn and now sail between the islands 
of the Northern Marianas. 

Author Pete Perez and his wife Emma have founded the Dolphin Club Saipan that 
encourages locals to swim and sail. 
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shipmates, and fi nding an abundance 
of fresh food and clean water, began to 
recover and to repair their ship.
     Anson and his crew were 
fascinated by the canoe they had 
captured. Known to the English as 
the “Chamorro Flying Proa,” it would 
become famous among seafarers. 
Many accounts were written about its 
speed and design. Lt. Peircy Brett, a 
naval draftsman, dismantled the proa 
so that he could measure the parts and 
draw its plan.
     After two months on Tinian, the 
Centurion was ready to leave. To avoid 
the Spaniard informing the garrison 
on Guam of the English presence, 
Anson ordered the canoe burned and 
left the island with just the drawing 
aboard. Preserved in the drawing, the 
proa began a journey that would take 
over two and a half centuries and end 
on the same shore where it began.
     San Francisco Dolphin members 
may recall a barbeque fundraiser held 
at the club in 2007 for an English 
Channel relay. Th e swimmers were 
the “Chamorro Flying Proa Relay 
Team,” members of our family, all 
part Chamorro. We trained at the 
Dolphin Club and the crossing was a 
success. Th e funds raised went into the 
construction of a 47-foot Chamorro 
proa canoe built by Chamorros in San 
Diego. Carved 
from a Mendocino redwood log, 
Chelu is a beauty. But at $60,000 
it was expensive and it took two 

years to build. If we are to revive the 
Chamorro maritime tradition we need 
to build a lot of canoes fast and for 
much less.
     We found the answer online. A 
26-foot fi berglass canoe could be built 
in three weeks for about $3,000 in 
materials. To confi rm, we tented our 
yard in San Francisco and with the 
builders from San Diego built a canoe 
hull in eight days. Emma and I packed 
our bags and moved to Saipan.
     500 Sails provides free canoes to 
indigenous locals who participate 
in our swimming, canoe building 
and sailing programs. Th e ability to 
swim a half-a-mile in open water is a 
requirement to get a 500 Sails canoe. 
Many of our participants are unable 
to aff ord swim goggles but, thanks 
to donations from the San Francisco 
Dolphin Club and the USF Masters 
swimmers, we can provide them free. 
We teach swimming four days a week 
on the reef adjacent to our canoe house 
on the beach. We teach canoe building 
in a giant warehouse turned boatyard. 
Th e boatyard will also shelter our 
growing fl eet during typhoons.
     We’ve already voyaged to the 
nearby islands of Tinian, Rota, 
Guam, Anatahan, Agrigan and to 
the island of Yap, one thousand 
miles southwest: four days down, 
eleven days back. Th is spring we 
are planning a 32-hour voyage in a 
fl eet of Chamorro, Carolinian and 
Hawaiian sailing canoes to help 

assert the native claim to the island of 
Pagan. Th e voyage is highly symbolic 
as it exemplifi es the revival of sailing 
traditions happening all over Oceania. 
It will be the fi rst time in history that 
a mixed fl eet of traditional canoes will 
travel together to our northern islands. 
     I wrote earlier that the proa in 
the Anson drawing ended its journey 
where it began. On February 17th, 
this year, Leo Pangelinan sailed from 
Saipan to Tinian in a Chamorro 
proa, becoming the fi rst Chamorro in 
perhaps 250 years to do so. It took him 
fi ve hours, his canoe, the Neni which 
fl ew across the water at 18 knots, was 
built from the Anson drawing.
     Emma and I are deeply grateful for 
the love and support we’ve received 
from our fellow Dolphins in San 
Francisco. You’ve helped us bring 
canoes back into daily life here in the 
Marianas and in doing so have helped 
an island community to heal. Lives 
have changed here. For centuries, the 
Chamorros had been stranded on 
land. Most did not even know that 
there ever was a maritime tradition. 
But all that is changed. Children born 
here today will know canoes all their 
lives. Th rough their canoes they will 
connect with their ancestors. Like 
them they will know the joy of fl ying 
like a dolphin over the waves in a craft 
made with their own hands.

Members of Dolphin Club Saipan outside their headquarters. 
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For someone who hated swim lessons as a kid, 
Suzie Dods has recovered in spades. She was not 
discouraged when her San Dominico High School 

swim team lost every meet for four years running, nor 
while she was aboard a Humboldt State team that chalked 
up only two wins.  
     Instead, she joined some world-class swimmers at the 
Tamalpais Aquatic Masters in 1985 and was lured into 
a trans-Tahoe relay, then into attempting a solo crossing 
(which she achieved in 1988) by her coach, who held the 
record for swimming the length of Tahoe until the DC’s 
Catherine Breed broke it last summer.
     Suzie joined the Dolphin Club in 1991 (and SERC in 
2006) and almost immediately participated in two English 
Channel relays in 1993: the fi rst with Pat McGarvey, 
Pam Derks, Mag Donaldson, Bonnie Wynn and Laura 
Burch [Zovickian], and the second with David Rich, Jon 
Nakamura, Joe Ferrero, Tina Scott and Rori Parmer.    
     Needless to say, she soon took on the Channel solo - in 
2000 - completing it in 12 hours, 37 minutes.  It was only 
the prelude to the 26-mile Lake Zurich Marathon Swim, 
the Catalina Channel and around Manhattan, and a raft of 
lesser known, but very 
popular swims:  END-
WET (Extreme North 
Dakota Watersports 
Endurance Test – 27 
miles down the Red 
River from rural 
ND to Grand Forks, 
MN), Eight Bridges 
(she did one of the 
seven legs along the 
Hudson River; only 
fi ve people have done 
the whole course), 
Boston Light (the 
eight miles from the 
lighthouse to the L St. 
Bath House in Boston 
Harbor), Swim the 
Suck (10 miles in the 
Tennessee River Gorge 
in Chattanooga) and 
Nebraska Cornhuskers 
(Olympic-style games 
held annually in 
Branched Oak Lake, 
outside of  Lincoln).   
     Suzie did not 
neglect the local scene, 
serving six years on 
the DC Board in 

the 1990s and three years as swim commissioner, 2000-
2003, not to mention off ering seminars on swimming 
in the Bay and coaching in the Marin Summer League, 
at the Claremont Hotel and the Richmond Plunge. She 
continued to reach out into a wider world, not only 
through the already-mentioned swims but even more 
through Swimtrek, the original swim holiday company, 
which took her to the waters off  Croatia, Scotland, Greece 
and Turkey.
     Years earlier Suzie had read Wind, Waves and Sunburn, 
a brief history of marathon swimming that included a 
description of an event in LaTuque, Canada.  Teams of two 
swimmers each swam loops in a small lake, the winning 
team being the one that swam the most miles over a given 
time. Frustrated by her experience in her fi rst swim around 
Manhattan, and inspired by the thought of running a 
LaTuque-style event in Aquatic Park, Suzie imagined a 
small, friendly gathering here.  
She posted her idea on the Marathon Swimmers Forum 
(MSF) as well as Facebook.  Swimmers, most of whom she 
knew (at least at one remove), responded with proposed 
teams – the rule was that “orphans” must be accepted by 

any group.  In 2018, the 
fi fth anniversary, 50 of 
the 65 applicants from 
the US and Canada were 
accepted to loop the cove 
for 24 hours and spend 
lots of time socializing.  
As one participant wrote 
afterwards, speaking of 
Suzie: “You’ve created an 
event unlike any other 
in the wide world of 
OWS, and you’ve done 
it your way, refl ective of 
your values. Th ey come 
from all over, to one of 
our sport’s sacred waters, 
to challenge themselves 
or just to have fun, in 
a noncompetitive and 
supportive environment. 
And you made it 
happen!”
     Now she is talking 
about retiring, which 
translated means 
spending her days 
traveling and coaching –
and swimming, of course.
    

Doing Swimmingly, Th anks
Joe Illick

Marathon swimmer and swimming coach Suzie Dods founded the 
club’s 24-Hour Relay fi ve years ago. It has been held in Aquatic Cove 

every year since. 
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Don’t Forget You’re a Dolphin
Keith Howell

Th e moving fi nger writes: and 
having writ,      
Moves on: nor all your piety nor wit         
Shall lure it back to cancel half a 
line,  
Nor all your tears wash out a word 
of it   
From the “Rubaiyat of Omar 
Khayyan,” Walt Schneebeli’s favorite 
poem

Sunbathing on the deck and 
swimming with his wooden 
goggles, the tall Walt 

Schneebeli was a familiar and 
beloved fi gure to many Dolphins. 
He was born in North Beach in 
1925 and grew up on Leavenworth 
Street, went to Galileo High School 
and City College, before winning 
a scholarship to the San Francisco 
Art Institute. But seeing no prospects 
as an artist, he took a test to work at 
as a city employee with the Steinhart 
Aquarium. He came in second.
     He started work there in 1948, the 
same year that he joined the DC. One 
of his jobs was to clean the pool and 
the fountain in the forecourt of the old 
California Academy of Sciences where 
he became perhaps the fi rst Dolphin to 
be bitten by a sea lion.
     Soon afterwards he was drafted 
into the army and sent to Germany 
and La Rochelle in France where he 
became the unoffi  cial interpreter for 
his buddies in the bars around town.
     Back at the Steinhart, besides 
looking after the marine mammals—
dolphins, sea lions and the famous 
manatee, Butterball—he became the 
Specimen Collector, and would take 
a truck down to Baja and dive for 
specimens. Th en, while the scientists 
on the trip fl ew home, he would drive 
the thousand miles or so over unpaved 
roads with a large tank of seawater 
sloshing behind him. His journey took 
two or three days, much of the time 
alone, and if he was to bring the fi sh 
back alive, he didn’t have much time 
to sleep. He also fl ew to Hawaii for 
rare species, or drove up to Eureka for 
octopus and would bring them back in 

separate tanks so they didn’t kill each 
other.
     Th e head of the Steinhart, Dr. 
Earl Herald, was the fi rst scientist 
in the country to host a live science 
TV program—Science in Action. 
Walt’s job was to bring out the 
live specimens—snakes, alligators, 
etc—while making his 6’3” frame 
unobtrusive.
     Walt threw himself into the 
Dolphin Club’s activities, swimming 
the Golden Gate almost every year 
from the time he joined until he was 
75. He was one of the fi rst swimmers 
to make the trip from Sausalito and 
held the club record for 19 years. At 68 
he swam from Bridge to Bridge, and a 
year later repeated his Sausalito swim. 
But he was never keen on swimming 
in winter—“Never 
got used to the 
cold water.” He was 
also an enthusiastic 
handball player, 
taking part in 
many of the 
tournaments.
     From 1962 to 
’71 he was the 
Club Recording 
Secretary, and in 

1976 he was made Club Historian, 
a position he held until his passing, 
probably the longest offi  cial service of 
anyone, past or present.
     As a new member of the club, he 
soon became fascinated by the club’s 
history. Walt was already interested in 
San Francisco history and a collector 
of nineteenth century beer bottles. No 
doubt the fact the club was founded 
by the leading brewer in town, John 
Wieland, encouraged him to research 
the club’s history, especially that of its 
charter members.
     After he retired in 1985, he threw 
himself full-time into researching 
the Dolphin Club. Every day he 
would spend hours in various libraries 
searching through newspapers, old 
copies or microfi che, to fi nd any 
mention of a Dolphin, regardless of 
its signifi cance. Over the next 25 
years, he spent thousands of dollars 
photocopying every reference he could 
fi nd, and creating a fi le for every 
member. If you were a member before 
2005, there is doubtless a fi le on you. 
Much of his knowledge was, and is, 
chronicled in the more than 50 articles 
he wrote for the Dolphin Log. His 
enthusiasm for the club was endless. 
When Bob McKenzie talked about 
leaving, Walt would have none of it. 
“Don’t forget you’re a Dolphin,” he 
told him. Bob stayed.
     Walt married Margaret Krznarich 
in 1970 and the two settled in Golden 
Gate Heights where Walt built a 
backyard that resembles a Mayan 
pyramid. He died, aged 92, on 
November 22, 2017. 

Walt Schneebeli, Dolphin from 1948-2017

Photo Susanne Friedrich

Walt and his wife Marge enjoy Dolphin sunshine. 

Photo 
Jerry Hawryluk
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Tom Hofmann Jr, a Dolphin 
member since August 1975, passed 

away peacefully this past January 7 
2018, after losing his courageous two-
year battle with ALS.
     I met Tom 40 years ago when 
I joined the Club. Many of our 
relationships at the club are built on 
short sound bites picked up in the 
moments when we see and interact 
with each other. To this day, there are 
members I’ve known for years yet have 
no idea what they do professionally or 
anything really personal about them. 
My relationship with Tom started 
that way when a group of us started 
swimming regularly around lunchtime. 
We were the “nooners,” meeting to 
discuss a course and in the water by 
12:30.
     Th en a year after joining the club, 
I was moved to a new locker close to 
Tom’s, got to chat more frequently with 
him, and our friendship grew.
     Together, we served as swim 
commissioners for about six years. 
Some of our contributions back in 
the early 80s including setting up the 
current qualifying rules for out-of-cove 
swims (which was really an attempt 
to get more members to volunteer), 
staggering swim starts for better 
pilot coverage, introducing the use 
of rescue surf boards as swim pilot 
crafts, starting the 100 mile swim, 
and gradually ramping up the Polar 
Bear miles from 24 to 40. As you can 
imagine, many of the changes were 
met with a lot of resistance, often very 
polarizing, yet today, many of those 
“controversial” changes are accepted 
as the way it is. One concession, 
to appease the old timers was the 
introduction of the “old goat” category.
     Over the years, Tom and I also 
served on the board in diff erent 
capacities and up until his illness, 
Tom oversaw the Club’s insurance. I 
remember one contentious meeting 
when the Staib Room fi lled with a 
thick cloud of cigar smoke, several 
board members were on their third 
or fourth cocktail, there was cursing, 
chest thumping, and tempers fl ared. 
Walt Stack was asleep, and there in the 
back, Tom and I swayed back and forth 
carrying our fi rstborn in backpacks. A 

rare Kodak moment. Afterwards, at the 
Buena Vista, everyone would carry on 
like best friends.
     Tom was fastidiously neat and 
meticulous. His locker was overly 
orderly, with everything in its place 
while mine was a rummage sale. 
He was also a big Porsche fan and 
whenever he parked his cherry 10-point 
Porsche at the club, he would protect it 
with a car cover. 
     As an athlete, Tom was not the 
fastest, nor the strongest, but he was 
Mr. Duracell, consistent and naturally 
athletic. He rarely trained, yet at the 
call of any organized ride, he could 
bike 70 miles and throw in a century 
every so often...and always with that 
smile of joy and enthusiasm. Where 
he really excelled was on any vertical 
mountain with snow. One of my 
few regrets was never having had 
the opportunity to race him on my 
snowboard.
     Just prior to his diagnosis, Tom, 
who never complained, would mention 
he had diffi  culty shifting gears on his 
bike, or was running out of gas when 
swimming. It was during the spring/ 
summer of 2015 when Tom thought 
he had injured his back playing golf, 
but fate was to be more sinister. After 
Tom fi nally got the offi  cial diagnosis of 
ALS, he shared it with the swim crew 
one morning in the sauna. Th ere was a 
sudden hush, the laughter fell silent.
     Knowing the prognosis of ALS, 
I made a promise to Tom that his 
journey would not be alone. He would 
always have the ongoing support, love 
and friendship of the Dolphin Club. 
     Early on, many of us pooled 
our resources and raised nearly six 
thousand dollars so that Tom could get 
a special comfort chair where he would 
eventually spend most of his waking 
hours. We had several breakfasts in his 
honor, dozens of members collectively 
contributed their swim squares as the 
“Friends of Tom” for the 2017 100 mile 
swim, and we visited often, sending 
emails, letters and cards from our 
vacations and travel. He knew he was 
never far from our thoughts.
     Just a couple of weeks before he 
passed, the DC board approved the 
offi  cial renaming of the Polar Bear 

Swim to the Tom Hofmann Polar Bear 
Swim. Th e very next day I visited Tom, 
which turned out to be the last time, 
and shared the good news through a 
photograph of our polar bear charts 
with his name above. Unable to speak, 
the glisten in his eyes and his weak 
smile spoke volumes. Th at emotional 
and memorable moment, I knew, was 
the highlight of our many years of 
friendship.
     Th roughout many years, I have 
met many people of fame and fortune 
whom I admired for their successful 
accomplishments. But, other than 
desiring a little more wealth, I never 
aspired to be like them, never wanted 
the trappings that come with the 
fame and fortune. With Tom it was 
diff erent. I had always admired and 
at times aspired to be more like him 
for his selfl ess kindness and humanity, 
his grace, and his humility. All this 
became more apparent watching the 
incredible dignity he maintained 
throughout his illness. Tom cared. He 
had a way of making all his visitors feel 
better and uplifted, despite his own 
deteriorating condition.
     Tom loved and was devoted to 
his family, the Dolphin Club and all 
his friends at the club. Th ough Tom’s 
presence is missed, his contribution 
and his legacy remain forever entwined 
in our Club’s history and greatness.

Vincent Huang

My friendship with Tom

Tom Hofmann Jr. swimmer, cyclist 
and runner and Board member was a 

Dolphin for 43 years

Photo Sunny McKee
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Photo David McGuire

Photo David McGuire

Keith Weaver, my husband of almost 26 years, 
passed away on November 14, 2017.  Born in 
Hollywood on September 14, 1931, he spent 

his early years in Southern California, moving to the 
Bay Area to attend college.  He graduated Magna Cum 
Laude from the UC Berkeley School of Psychiatric 
Social Work, and then went to work for the California 
Department of Rehabilitation and Corrections. 
     He was athletic, artistic, an avid reader, a loyal 
friend and loving husband.   He “discovered” running 
during a rehabilitation program following a heart 
attack.  He loved running so much he gave up smoking 
and went on to become an ultra runner (when ultra 
running was in its infancy) completing, among other 
ultra distance events, the fi rst (probably) 50 miler in 
San Francisco, around the Polo Field in Golden Gate 
Park.  He also completed a number of marathons, 
including the Pikes Peak Marathon in Colorado.  
     He joined the Dolphin Club in 1988 because 
his knees wouldn’t stop talking and he wanted to 
incorporate swimming into his exercise arsenal.  He 
was also interested in learning to row.  For the fi rst 
few years he concentrated on completing the swim 
events and the Escape from Alcatraz triathlon.  Th en 
his participation in events shifted to piloting.  Keith 
was happiest when he was in a helping role, whether 
piloting, doing odd jobs for Lou, helping at Club 

events or just doing chores around the Club.  He took his 
responsibilities very seriously, whether piloting a swim 
or in charge of an aid station for a running event, did so 
with attention to detail and attention to all responsibilities 
involved.
     In his spare time he made stained glass lamps, door 
panels, and window panels.  He loved art, especially early 
California art and was a life long member of the Fine 
Arts Museums of San Francisco.  He enjoyed music, from 
Willie Nelson to classical and everything in between.  He 
also loved folk dancing, particularly Greek dancing, often 
performing as part of a trio for local Greek festivals.  
     Keith’s friends loved him for his respect for others, his 
genuineness, his sense of humor and Keith being Keith. 
He will be missed and well-remembered.  
     
I miss him every day.

Margaret Curtis

Keith Boyer Weaver, 
September 14, 1931 — November 14, 2017

Photo Sunny McKee

Keith Weaver joined the Dolphin Club in 1988 “because his 
knees wouldn’t stop talking”

Photo Sunny McKee
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Photo Angela Jabbour

D O L P H I N  L O G  S W I M  S T A T I S T I C S 

Th anksgiving Day Cove Swim 
NOVEMBER 23, 2017

Pier 41
JANUARY 27, 2018

Th ree courses:
A - to the Eppleton Hall and back
B - to the fl ag and back 
C - once around the cove

Grp    Place Name   time
A 1     Diane Walton 14:06
B 1     Megan Wachs 15:48
B 2     Victor Critchfi eld 17:35
B 3     Halie Kampman 19:11
B 3     Ian Schmidt  19:11
B 4     Joseph Illick  20:40
B 5     Era Osibe  21:21
B 6     Chris Tschinkel 21:31
B 7     Phil Fernandez 21:50
B 8     Wendy Katzman 23:50
B 9     Susan Garfi eld 25:31
B 10   Claire Tredanier 27:52
B 11   Will Powning  35:30
C 1     Ryan Dalton  19:40
C 2     Stephen Schatz 20:13
C 3     Michael T.-Hahn 20:26
C 4     Marla McGowan 20:44
C 5     Andrew Homan 22:20
C 6     John Lennox  24:26
C 7     Holly Reed  25:00
C 8     Peter Cullinan 25:10
C 9     Morgan Kulla 25:21
C 10   Natalie Hardie 25:36
C 11   Robin Rome  25:40
C 12   Joe Ferrero  26:00
C 13   Keith Nelson  26:26
C 14   Rebecca Wolski 26:50
C 15   John Wilde  27:51
C 16   Rey Hassan  32:30
C 17   Daphne Lagios 32:45
C 17   Kathryn Werhane 32:45
Pilots: Brian Kiernan Helpers: Aniko 
Kurczinak, Ryan Utsumi

Place Name  Time
1     Adam Eilath  16:31
2     Suzanne Heim 16:44
3     Lauren Au  17:24
4     Michael T.-Hahn 18:59
5     Randy Edwards 19:25
6     Yossi Ettinger  19:46
7     Hubert Chaperon 20:20
8     Tom Neill  20:47
9     Tor Lundgren 21:24
10   Bob Cable  21:36
11   Danny De Leon 21:57 
12   Kevin Whalen 22:01 
13   Kathleen Sheridan 22:02 
14   Charlie Cross  22:08 
15   Mickey Lavelle 22:13 
16   Terry Huwe  22:14 
17   Morgan Kulla 22:16 
18   Peter Cullinan 22:25 
19   Timothy Kreutzen 22:47 
20   Cyrus Foster  23:00 
21   Rich Haymes  23:33 
22   Stuart Moulder 23:41 
23   Mark Harrold 24:27 
24   Joni Beemsterboer 24:43 
25   Kathleen Duff y 24:58 
26   Hal Off en  25:42 
27   Bill Burke  25:45 
28   Barry Baskin  25:57 
29   Jim Frew  26:06 
30   John Hornor  26:20 
31   Jennifer Sturgill 26:27 
32   Maggie Lonergan 26:35 
33   Terry Keenan  26:47 
34   Gretchen Coff man 26:52 
35   Michael Barber 27:11 
36   Robin Rome  29:26 
37   Will Powning 30:05 
38   Joe Gannon  30:42 
39   Donna Schumacher 31:22 
40   Suma Snehalatha 41:15 
Pilots:Marcus Auerbuch, Eduardo 
Barranco, Lindzy Bivings, John 

Blackman, Richard Bond, Ross Browne, Barry 
Christian, Katie Cronin, Cedric Delvaux, Paul 
DuBois, Pauline Farmer, John Grunstad, Lewis 
Haidt, Terry Horn, Nancy Hornor, Vincent 
Huang, Davis Ja, Liz Kantor, Brian Kiernan, 
Aniko Kurczinak, Eric Lam, Mark Lenz, 
Charmaine Leonard, John Marsh, Grant Mays, 
Th omas McCall, David McGuire, Mikhail 
Melnikov, Peter Molnar, Rob Nikzad, Donald 
Osborne, John Robiola, Emily Roth, Anne 
Sasaki, Deborah Sherwood, Scott Stark, Ryan 
Utsumi, Diane Walton,  Maria  Woodworth
Helpers: Allison Arnold, Michael Barber, Barry 
Baskin, Holly Baskin, Andrew Cassidy, Peter 
Cullinan, Kathleen Duff y, Randy Edwards, 
Joe Ferrero, Nancy Friedman, Andrea Gains-
Germain, Susan Garfi eld, Brian Gilbert, Sheila 
Gleeson, Rich Haymes, Tom Hunt, John Ingle, 
Terry Keenan, Tim Kreutzen, Morgan Kulla, 
Daphne Lagios, Susan Lauritzen, Maggie 
Lonergan, Tor Lundgren, Stuart Moulder, Jamie 
Robinson, Robin Rome, Polly Rose, Denise 
Sauerteig, Kathleen Sheridan, Eric Shupert, 
Suma Snehalatha, Jennifer Sturgill, Nihan 
Tiryaki, Cheryl Wallace, Kevin Whalen, Crissa 
Williams, Madhuri Yechuri Special Helpers: 
Andrew Shupert, who rode along in a pilot’s 
boat, and Michael Tschantz-Hahn’s daughter, 
who helped the clothes wranglers. Test swim: 
Rick Avery, Andrew Cassidy, Peter Cullinan, 
Aniko Kurczinak, Hal Off en, Ryan Utsumi, 
Andi Aliko, Jon Bielinski, John Blackman, Victor 
Critchfi eld, Reuben Hechanova, Terry Horn, 
Brian Kiernan, John Marsh, Th omas McCall, 
Mikhail Melnikov, Tom Neill, Sibylle Scholz

photo Jay Dean

January full moon row
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Susanne Friedrich

photo Fred Johnson Pier 39 Swim
FEBRUARY 23, 2018

D O L P H I N  L O G  S W I M  S T A T I S T I C S 

Place Name  Time
1     Adam Eilath  16:30 
2     Tim Dumm  19:59 
3     Tom  Neill  20:08 
4     Amanda Ernzer 20:12 
5     Hubert Chaperon 20:20 
6     Anna  Olsen  20:37 
7     George Shafer 20:56 
8     Erik Cufi no  21:07 
9     Mickey Lavelle 21:25 
10   David Nosrati 21:27 
11   Terry Huwe  21:40 
12   Stuart Moulder 21:46 
13   Charlie Cross  21:50 
13   Andrew Braithwaite 21:50 
15   Morgan Kulla 22:04 
16   Timothy Haines 22:10 
17   Cyrus Foster  22:24 
18   Kevin Whalen 22:28 
19   Peter Cullinan 22:42 
20   Bryn Kass  22:45 
21   Rich  Haymes  22:49 
22   Natalie Hardie 22:52 
23   Timothy Kreutzen 23:18 
24   Tyler Burton  23:31 
25   Andrea Allen  23:32 
26   Jennifer Sturgill 24:20 
27   Joni Beemsterboer 24:35 
28   Nancy Hornor 24:44 
29   Jamie Robinson 25:02 
30   Jim Frew  25:14 
30   Alexander Mulder 25:14 
32   Lindzy Bivings 25:15 
33   Dean Badessa  25:16 
34   Cory Sturtevant 25:17 
35   Marlin Gilbert 25:24 
36   Marcy Michael 25:26 
37   Holly Reed  25:33 
38   Barry Baskin  25:36 
39   Peter Neubauer 25:39 
40   Mark Lenz  26:01 
41   Kathleen Duff y 26:05 
42   John Hornor  26:09 
43   Bill Burke  26:14 
44   Ken Miller  26:20 
45   Andy Stone  27:19 
46   Andrea Morgan 27:23 
47   Kent  Myers  27:26 
48   Donald Osborne 27:29 
49   Janice Wood  28:04 
50   Michael Barber 29:10 
51   Cynthia Barnard 29:31 
52   Crissa Williams 29:41 
53   Will Powning  30:10 
54   Arnie Th ompson 30:44 
55   Stuart Gannes 31:02 
56   Carolyn Hui  31:21 
57   Alfred Seccombe 31:48 
Pilots: Jon Bielinski, John 
Blackman, Catherine Breed, 

Gas House Cove Swim
FEBRUARY 17, 2018

Bob Cable, Gretchen Coff man, Victor 
Critchfi eld, Adrian Dyer, Brad Gambrell, 
Reuben Hechanova, Peter Hollingsworth, 
Terry Horn, Keith Howell, Davis Ja, 
Aniko Kurczinak, Maggie Lonergan, Tracy 
Lorenz, Joseph Marenda, Grant Mays, 
Th omas McCall, David McGuire. Mikhail 
Melnikov, Connie Mittendorf, David 
Nettell, Rob Nikzad, Hal Off en, Joseph 
Omran, John Robiola, Kathleen Sheridan, 
Deborah Sherwood, Scott Stark, Ryan 
Utsumi, Diane Walton Helpers:Allison 
Arnold, Michael Barber, Barry Baskin, 
Holly Baskin, Joni Beemsterboer, Bill 
Burke, Andrew Cassidy, Janine Corcoran, 
Signe Curtis, Mag Donaldson, Kathleen 
Duff y, Amanda Ernzer, Cyrus Foster, 
Susan Garfi eld, Sheila Gleeson, Timothy 
Haines, Susan Hopp, John Hornor, Nancy 
Hornor, Lindsey Hoshaw, Tom Hunt, Terry 
Huwe, Mara Iaconi, Joseph Illick, Morgan 
Kulla, Mark Lenz, Maggie Lonergan, Kent 
Myers, Peter Neubauer, David Nosrati, Hal 
Off en, Nanda Palmieri, Sydney Pietrzak, 
Polly Rose, Marie Sayles, Alfred Seccombe, 
Carlyle Seccombe, Eric Shupert, Elaine 
Van Vleck, Eloise Warren, Kevin Whalen 
Test swim:Andrew Cassidy, Gabriella 
Cross, Joseph Illick, Keira Koss-Baker, Hal 
Off en, Joseph Omran, Matt Stromberg, 
John Blackman, Charlie Cross, Reuben 
Hechanova, Terry Horn, Brian Kiernan, 
Aniko Kurczinak, Th omas McCall, Mikhail 
Melnikov, Tom Neill, Sibylle Scholz, Dav 
Zimak

Place Name  Time
1     Allison Arnold 22:42
2     Quinn Fitzgerald 23:14
3     Ben Zovickian 23:54
4     Adam Eilath  23:58
5     Matthew Talmadge 24:17
6     Laura Zovickian 27:10

7     David Holscher 27:34
8     Michael T-Hahn 27:56
9     Stephen Schatz 28:20
10   Hubert Chaperon 29:58
11   Tom Neill  30:42 
12   Peter Bartu  31:08 
13   Anna  Olsen  31:25 
14   Mickey Lavelle 31:35 
15   David Nosrati 33:05 
15   Eric Schaefer  33:05 
17   Cyrus Foster  33:47 
18   Bob Cable  34:14 
19   Tyler Burton  34:17 
20   Michael Rousseas 35:12 
21   Morgan Kulla 35:21 
22   Joni Beemsterboer 36:02 
23   Mark Harrold 36:17 
24   Keith Nelson  36:22 
25   Rebecca Wolski 36:33 
26   Jennifer Sturgill 36:41 
27   Dean Badessa  36:45 
28   Ricardo Charles 36:52 
29   Andy Stone  37:24 
30   Marlin Gilbert 37:31 
31   Hal Off en  37:49 
32   Aaron Rosenthal 38:16 
33   John Hornor  38:42 
34   Lindzy Bivings 39:13 
35   John Wilde  40:05 
36   Kent  Myers  41:34 
37   Robin Rome  43:18 
38   Joe Gannon  44:50 
39   Michael Barber 44:58 
40   Donna Schumacher 45:01 
41   Arnie Th ompson 45:59 
Pilots: Marcus Auerbuch, Natazha Bernie, 
Jon Bielinski, John Blackman, Charlie Cross, 
Cedric Delvaux, Paul DuBois, Tim Dumm, 
Jim Frew, Brian Kiernan, Aniko Kurczinak, 
John Marsh, Connie Mittendorf, Andrea 
Morgan, Rob Nikzad, Joseph Omran, Holly 
Reed, John Robiola, Scott Stark, Ryan 
Utsumi, Diane Walton, David Zovickian
Helpers: Andrea Allen, Dean Badessa, 
Michael Barber, Joni Beemsterboer, Laura 
Burtch-Zovickian, Robert Colyar, Signe 
Curtis, Kathleen Duff y, Adam Eilath, 
Amanda Ernzer, Cyrus Foster, Nancy 
Friedman, Susan Garfi eld, Marlin Gilbert, 
Brian Gilbert, Sheila Gleeson, Susan Hopp, 
John Hornor, Tom Hunt, Mara Iaconi, Joseph 
Illick, Susan Lauritzen, Keith Nelson, Peter 
Neubauer, Todd Newsham, Emily Nogue, 
David Nosrati, Daragh Powers, Neal Powers, 
Stephen Schatz, Katherine Schatz, Donna 
Schumacher, Eric Shupert, Andy Stone, Arnie 
Th ompson, Zachary  Walton, Janice Wood, 
Madhuri Yechuri Test swim: Peter Cullinan, 
Wiktor Jakubiuk, Hal Off en, Joseph Omran, 
John Blackman, Reuben Hechanova, Terry 
Horn, Liz Kantor, Brian Kiernan, John 
Marsh, Mikhail Melnikov, Tom Neill, Sibylle 
Scholz, Ryan Utsumi

photo Connie Mittendorf

Piloting Pier 39 Swim
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Name # of miles V/OG notes
1     Tom Neill  141 OG 
2     Randy Edwards 140    
3     Yossi Ettinger  101    
4     Peter Cullinan 94 OG  
5     Laura Merkl  90 OG
6     Catherine Breed 81    
7     Lauren Au  80.25    
8     Ryan Utsumi  70.5 V  
9     Wolfgang Richter 68 OG  
10   Milan Odehnal 67 OG  
11   Terry Huwe  65 OG  
12   Hal Off en  62 OG  
13   Andrew Cassidy 60 OG  
14   Danny De Leon 60    
15   John Ottersberg 57.25    
16   Marcy Michael 57    
17   Bill Burke  56 OG  
18   Vincent Huang 54 OG
19   Michael T.-Hahn 53.75    
20   Luca Pozzi  53    
21   Donald Osborne 52    
22   Michael Cleaver 51.75 V  
23   Terry Horn  51 OG  
24   Andrew Wynn 50.5    
25   Charlie Cross  50 OG  
26   Jim Frew  50    
27   Stuart Gannes 50    
28   Joseph Illick  50 OG  
29   Holly Reed  50 OG  
30   Jamie Robinson 50 OG  
31   Jerad Slagle  50    
32   Chris Germain 49.5    
33   Sean McFadden 49    
34   Ross  Browne  47    
35   Neal Powers  46 OG  
36   Deborah Sullivan 46 OG  
37   Chris Wagner 46    
38   Madhuri Yechuri 46  
39   Andrea Allen  45.25    
40   Marlin Gilbert 45 V  
41   Mark McKee  45 OG  
42   Rudeen Monte 45 OG  
43   Laura Zovickian 44.5    
44   Lindsay Boswell 44.25    
45   Victor Critchfi eld 44    
46   Erik Cufi no  44    
47   Tor Lundgren 44    
48   Kevin Shanahan 44    
49   Michaelynn Meyers 43.25 OG  
50   Larry Scroggins 43.25 OG  
51   Ward Bushee  43 OG  
52   Dmitry Kosorukov 43    
53   Stephen Schatz 43    
54   Bob Cable  42.5    
55   Andrea Morgan 42.25    
56   Rick Avery  42    
57   Kathleen Duff y 42 OG  
58   Keith Howell  42 OG  
59   Peter Neubauer 42 OG  
60   Carter Seddon 42    

61   Ted Tilles  41.75    
62   Mark Harrold 41.5    
63   Gavin Jeff eries 41.5    
64   Kate Matthay 41.5 OG  
65   Sunny McKee 41.5    
66   Kevin Whalen 41.5    
67   Mikkel Aaland 41 OG  
68   Michael Barber 41    
69   Andrew Braithwaite 41    
70   Daniel Handler 41    
71   Rich Haymes  41    
72   David Holscher 41    
73   John Hornor  41    
74   Morgan Kulla 41 OG  
75   Mickey Lavelle 41    
76   Lolly Lewis  41 OG  
77   Arnold Oji  41    
78   Jason Prodoehl 41    
79   Gina Rus  41  
80   Susan Saylor  41    
81   Alex Buehlmann 40.75    
82   Gabriella Cross 40.75 OG  
83   Timothy Kreutzen 40.75 V  
84   Th omas Brown 40.5    
85   Lowen Cattolico 40.5    
86   Pejmun Haghighi 40.5    
87   Joseph Mannion 40.5    
88   David McGuire 40.5    
89   Lee Smithson  40.5 OG  
90   Suma Snehalatha 40.5    
91   Crissa Williams 40.5 V  
92   Peter Bartu  40.25    
93   Susan Garfi eld 40.25 OG  
94   Carolyn Hui  40.25    
95   Daragh Powers 40.25 OG  
96   Rebecca Tilley 40.25    
97   Darcy Wettersten 40.25    
98   Peter Badertscher 40    
99   Jim Barron 4 0    
100   Joni Beemsterboer 40 OG  
101   Tyler Burton 40 V  
102   Michael Caniglia 40    
103   Hubert Chaperon 40    
104   William Clemens 40    
105   Peter Hollingsworth 40    
106   Heidi Howell 40 OG  
107    Mara Iaconi 40    
108   Christopher Keene 40    
109    Keira Koss-Baker 40    
110    Aniko Kurczinak 40    
111    John Mervin 40    
112   Sarah Nalle  40 V  
113   Anna  Olsen  40    
114   Mauricio Prieto 40    
115   Aaron Rosenthal 40    
116   Ben Springwater 40    
117   Andy Stone  40 OG  
118   Elaine Van Vleck 40 V  
119   Kurt Vanderschalie 40 V  
120   Megan Wachs 40    
121   Bob Tandler  34 OG  

122   Joe Gannon  33 OG  
123   Jon Nakamura 33 OG  
124   Helen McKinley 30.5 V,OG  
125   George Robin 30.5 OG  
126   Rory Enke  30 OG  
127   Nancy Hornor 30 OG  
128   Ken Miller  28 OG  
129   Lindsay Casablanca 27.75 OG  
130   Rusa Chiu  27.5 OG  
131   Norman Degelman 27.5 OG  
132   John Dugan  26.25 OG  
133   Phillip Rollins 26.25 OG  
134   Robin Rome 26 OG  
135   Nancy Friedman 24 OG  
136   Barry Baskin 23.75 OG  
137   Joanne Carr  23 OG  
138   Th omas McGraw 23 OG  
139   Suzanne F.-Whelan 22.5 OG  
140   Lee Hammack 22.25 OG  
141   Marc Cruciger 21 OG  
142   Nancy Lange 21 OG  
143   Ken Frank  20.5 OG  
144   John Th eede  20.25 OG  
145   Duke Dahlin 20 OG  
146   Julie Haas  20 OG  
147   Rey Hassan  20 OG  
148   Krist Jake  20 OG  
149   Debra Rose  20 OG  
150   Anne Sasaki  20 OG  
151   Donna Schumacher 20 OG  
152   Janice Wood  20 OG    
   
  SERC members      
153 Joe Butler 70    
154 Alice Ma  50

Tom Hofmann Polar Bear Challenge 2018          
December 21, 2017 - March 21, 2018  

Photo Mark McKee
Celebratory pot luck breakfast to end 

the Polar Bear
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Photo Angela Jabbour

When I fi rst learned of 
swimmers being bitten in 
our sacred cove, it made me 

really sad.
     Frightening words were being 
slung around like “fangs,” “stalked,” 
“mauled” and “attacked.” Suddenly, 
brave cold-water swimmers were 
afraid to swim alone, or in the dark, 
or anywhere but along the buoy line 
close to shore. Life as we knew it had 
changed with a hard smack.
     As an Animal Care Volunteer 
at Th e Marine Mammal Center 
(TMMC), I often fi nd myself close 
enough to both seals and sea lions to 
smell their strong fi shy breath. So I 
can certainly see why anyone might 
be shy about swimming after a rash of 
unsettling encounters.
     Th e gloom began in mid-December 
2017: within a month, four people were 
bitten, all near the breakwater, at the 
Cove opening or by the “Jacuzzi.” Th e 
fi rst bitee, Anders Jakobsson, was the 
luckiest. He suff ered just a big bruise 
to his foot, no skin was broken and the 
animal was not seen. 
     Th e second fellow, Christian 
Einfeldt, has the most dramatic story 
to tell. Christian found himself close 
enough to a “large sea lion” to see 
its’ “fangs” (aka canine teeth) and “a 
little tuft of hair on its’ head.” I met 
Christian one day about three weeks 
after his encounter; he was still very 
shaken and swore he’d never forget 
“those teeth or that tuft of hair.” Who 
can blame him? Th e nasty bite on his 
arm bled profusely and he might not 

have survived but for a passing sailboat 
with someone aboard who knew fi rst 
aid. He was back swimming off  the 
beach after fi ve weeks, but now - once 
bitten, twice shy - only swims close to 
shore.
     Rick Mulville was the third 
swimmer to meet “Bitey.” Rick was 
swimming near the Jacuzzi and 
had stopped to take a look around. 
Suddenly, something “rammed me 
really hard - it was like being hit by 
a car.” Rick never actually saw Bitey 
either, but was left with a wound to his 
groin that required surgery. “He almost 
lost the family jewels,” according to 
one of his SERC friends.            
     Th e fourth and, we hope, fi nal 
victim was Irene Chan. Her adversary 
grabbed her small knee. Again, 
Bitey didn’t show his face, which is 
disappointing since I’m very curious 
about that “little tuft of hair on his 
head.” But Irene wasn’t at all fazed by 
her experience. She was back in the 
water within a couple of weeks, as soon 
as the doctor allowed!
     And so, after all this, it’s no surprise 
some of us have become a little more 
vigilant while swimming in the Cove, 
at least for the time being, and that’s 
probably wise. We often forget that 
we live in a really unique place where 
wildlife is literally right there next 
to us. Frightening encounters will 
happen occasionally, so we can’t forget 
to use good common sense when 
approached by a wild critter. Just as 
importantly, we should also take a 
moment to appreciate and respect our 

wild companions. Th ey are not unlike 
us - living their lives, looking for fun, 
food and love. Some are shy, some 
bold, some startle easily and some are 
cranky, just like us.
     In the end, there is no exact 
answer to why these four people were 
bitten. Th ere are more than 250,000 
California sea lions in the wild and, 
according to TMMC, some years the 
“Herring Highway” runs along the 
bay shore each winter, sometimes right 
past the Muni Pier. Maybe that had 
something to do with it.
     I’m sorry these swimmers had to 
meet Bitey in such a dreadful way, and 
I’m thankful that they’re all doing well. 
I hope that soon we will all feel relaxed 
again, and exhilarated swimming so 
close to our beautiful fl ippered friends. 
And that harmony will once more 
reign over our beloved cove.
     As a volunteer at the Center, I have 
learned that the animals we swim with 
are individuals, each with it’s own 
personality. I have learned to pay calm, 
patient attention, to be respectful, to 
always give them their space… and to 
be grateful for the gift of sharing their 
world.

Author’s note: Bitey, the name given 
to the biter, by the bitees, was only 
seen once; it is not clear if one animal 
or even one species was responsible for 
all four encounters. Most bitees were 
Southenders; no Dolphins were harmed, 
at least, not this time.

Where Sea Lions Rule
Kelley Heye

Cove companions, Left a juvenile California sea lion. Note the ears (and teeth). Right, a Pacifi c Harbor Seal pup.

photo Bill Hunnewellphoto Bill Hunnewell
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In the past year we have added 
four new boats to the Dolphin 
Club fl eet, of a design that is 

new to both the club and the rowing 
world. Th e boats nicely fi ll a gap 
in our rowing fl eet, expanding our 
opportunities. Th ey come from a 
French company, LiteBoat, led by 
adventurer and ocean rower Mathieu 
Bonner and designed by noted 
sailboat designer Sam Manuard. Th is 
innovative design fi rst came to our 
attention when club members met 
Mathieu at the 2016 Race To Alaska 
(R2AK) and then rowed LiteBoats 
owned by Sausalito rower Doug 
Gilmour. Dolphins experienced in 
both traditional Whitehalls and open-
water shells and, importantly, rowers 
who had only rowed our wooden 

boats, both found the LiteBoats fun 
and capable, nimble but also stable, 
even those with no shell rowing 
experience. 
     In 2016, we purchased a LiteBoat 
double owned by Doug and heard 
from Mathieu about a new prototype, 
in testing at the time, a four-rower 
boat called the LiteQuattro. For 
many Dolphins, rowing is a solitary 

experience, or occasionally shared 
with a friend in one of our doubles. 
Rowing with four or more is that 
much more challenging and fun, as 
our Wieland rowers well know. But 
the Wieland, a six-oared pilot gig, 
is also a 130 year old treasure, so 
Dolphin rowers took a keen interest 
in a new four-manned boat (plus a 
coxswain), light enough to be hung 
from a ceiling rack and launched 
by hand. Th e funds to purchase the 
Quattro and the two LiteBoat singles 
was raised by club members in an 
innovative way. Dolphin Dorian Faust 
managed a non-profi t fund created to 
support the project, and the needed 
funds were raised within the club 
membership, with some matching 
corporate contributions. A shipping 

container arrived in mid-2017 from 
France containing two LiteBoat 
singles and our LiteQuattro, one of 
the fi rst examples of this design. Th ese 
boats, along with new oars and related 
equipment, were formally donated to 
the Dolphin Club in early 2018.
At our request LiteBoat enhanced the 
Quattro to allow it to be rigged both 
as a “quad” with four rowers, each 

rowing with two oars or as a “four” 
wherein four rowers each row with 
a single, large oar. Th e latter system, 
known as “sweep oared” is common 
in competitive rowing but until this 
year the Wieland was our only 
sweep-oared boat. 
     After a survey of the club 
membership, the boats have been 
named. Th e four-oared fl agship will 
be the Storm; a fi ne name for a fast 
boat and a name shared by a long-
time Dolphin rower, Jim Storm. Jim 
is among our club’s Olympic medal 
winners (silver in the 1964 Tokyo 
Olympics), and we are blessed to have 
his volunteer eff orts in overseeing, for 
many years, our rowing operations 
on Lake Merced. In keeping with the 
weather theme, the LiteBoat double 

will be the Tempest, and the pair of 
singles - El Niño and La Niña. We 
will hold a formal naming ceremony 
at our May Rowing Festival.
     All Dolphin rowers, whatever 
their previous experience, can add 
a new element to their rowing. 
Rowing Commissioner Wyatt 
Nordstrom is organizing regular 
Saturday rows and training 
opportunities aboard all these boats, 
including the Storm.  Th e LiteBoat 
singles and double are also versatile 
boats that can be carried on car-
top racks. Already the double has 
been rowed on Lake Tahoe and 
has completed an 8-hour row to 
Petaluma. Th e Storm competed in 
our Angel Island Regatta, rigged 
as a four, and made the island 
rounding in a remarkable 1:10 time. 
We expect these boats to feature in 
all 2018 regattas, beginning with 

our McCovey Cove regatta in early 
April.
     By integrating the Storm, Tempest, 
El Niño and La Niña into our fl eet we 
give all Dolphin rowers a new way to 
enjoy the bay and expand their rowing 
experience, and we make real the 
vision of a rowing club that spans the 
beautifully traditional to the radically 
new. 

Rowing Report
Liteboat Launch 

Jay Dean

LiteQuattro, “Storm,” introduced to the Bay. Cox: Dorian Fause, rowers: (left to right) 
Wyatt Nordstrom, Quincy Darbyshire, Th omas Lemmin, Scott Stark
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‘Water under the 
Bridge’ signifi es the 
environment and 

lifeblood of the Dolphin Club 
in what we do and the need to 
pay close attention to insure 
that we can maintain a quality 
experience.  We are not about 
what should have happened or 
what might have happened. One 
of many vital life lessons that 
I have learned at the Dolphin 
Club, is “not just the wanting 
but the doing”. While Desire is 
the fi rst step, maintaining the 
tenacity is critical. Just as the 
water in SF bay, is in constant 
fl ux, subject to many factors, so 
are the forces around the club.
     Th e tidal fl ow, day in and 
day out, is what determines how 
we devote our time, personal 
and special in our day, to 
experience a row, a swim or none 
of the above. Or linger and enjoy the 
daily banter, ‘What’s the temperature? 
Which way is the current fl owing?    
     Or sit in the sun for just a little bit 
longer and listen to more ‘BS’. Ahhh, 
nothing like the Dolphin Club on a 
sunny day. . . . . 
     Th is aquaculture of swimmers, 
rowers or ‘others’ who choose to only 
experience water in their beverage 
of choice, is as varied as the diverse 
range of members from all walks of 
life who come and go to this special 

place like no other. But we cannot 
be complacent. We cannot let what 
has happened, the “Water Under the 
Bridge,” determine our future. It’s up 
to everyone to make the commitment 
to make what we have now even 
better. Time, resources and lots of 
hard work, is our constant challenge.
At the core is the time and energy of 
volunteers, the true lifeblood of the 
Dolphin Club, who ramp up their 
energy and increase their participation 
for any or all of our upcoming  
projects. 
     I ask, fi rst, that you set aside the 
time to attend at least one DC Board 
meeting this year or to read through 
the monthly meeting minutes and see 
where you can volunteer to help. We 
need the full combination of all our 
resources in order that the Dolphin 
Club can stand up and step into the 
next century. 
     We have a new 
boiler. Next, we 
will renovate the 
kitchen, upgrade 
the utilities, 
install a ‘grey 
water’ system and 
whatever else the 
budget aff ords. We 
are fortunate to 
be at an enviable, 
unique waterfront 
location, but the 
facility is aging, 
‘busting at the 

seams’ as our membership 
grows. Moreover, we are 
constantly besieged by outside 
organizations looking to use 
our premises. While this may 
validate our existence as a 
community asset, it comes 
at a cost for the members, 
diminishing the quality of our 
experience. 
     Hardly had the New Year 
begun, welcomed by the hardy 
souls who braved the morning 
chill, cold water and warm 
banter in preparation for the 
annual New Year’s Day, when 
thanks to the weather and a very 
big incoming container ship, 
the *Alcatraz Swim, sprouted an 
‘asterisk’ and became a modifi ed 
Pier 39 swim. Yet it was a 
success, a success that augers 
well for the rest of the year. As 
we adapted then, so will we 

adapt and evolve in the future.
     We must move into the coming 
year with the understanding that we 
must be prepared to adapt to changes 
and the challenges, individually and 
collectively, stand on the platform 
created by those who came before us 
and energize our eff orts to maintain 
the legacy, the history and the honor 
of being a member in the Dolphin 
Club.
     Th e Dolphin Club is living on 
the leading edge of challenging times 
measured against the clock of the 
club’s history, its legacy and heritage. 
By embracing the best of the past we 
can enhance the quality of today’s 
experience, and set our goals for 
improvements in the future. But if we 
don’t heed the need to take care of our 
place now, it will be ‘Water Under the 
Bridge.’

“Water Under the Bridge”
Photo Susanne Friedrich
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Alcatraz Island
1.4 miles

Fort Point 
3.5 miles

Crissy Field 
2.5 miles

Yacht Habor 
1.5 miles Gashouse Cove 

1 mile Aquatic Park Cove

Pier 411/2 
1.2 miles

Pier 43
1 mile

Jan 1      Mon 9:45 am  *New Year’s Day Alcatraz
Jan 1     Mon 10:00 am New  Year’s Day Cove Swim
Jan 27       Sat 10:00 am  *Pier 41 
Feb 3-4       Sat/Sun 00:58  24 hour cove relay
Feb 11     Sun TBD    Old Timer’s Lunch
Feb 17        Sat 10:00 am  *Gas House Cove
Feb 24     Sun 9:15am    *Pier 39
Mar 17       Sat 10:00 am *Yacht Harbor
Mar 21       Wed 11:00 pm   End of Polar Bear
Mar 31       Sat 9:00 am *Dick Beeler Crazy Cove
Apr 7          Sat TBD          McCovey Cove Regatta
Apr 22        Sun 8:00 am   *Pier 23
May 6         Sun 9:15 am  *John Nogue Swim for Science Pier 15
May 12     Sat 8:00 am *Coghlan Beach (fun swim)
May 19     Sat TBD   Rowers Festival
May 20      Sun 7:30 am *Bay Bridge   
May 27      Sun 9:00 am  *Gas House Cove (fun swim)
Jun 1     Fri 5:00 am  100-Mile Swim Begins 
Jun 17     Sat 8:30 am *Pride Swim
Jul 7     Sat 5:00 pm *Under 30 & 30-45
Jul 7     Sat 5:30 pm *Doc Howard Over 45
Jul 15         Sun TBD        Baykeeper Relay 
Jul 21     Sat 8:30 pm *Under the Stars I/S-O/S
Jul 29/30    Sat/Sun  11/8:30*Santa Cruz Pier Swim
Aug 12     Sun 9:30 am *Crissy Field 
Aug 19     Sun 8:00 am  Joe Bruno Golden Gate
Aug 25     Sat 9:00 am *Fort Point
Aug 26       Sat TBD          Angel Island Regatta
Sep 8     Dolphin/South End Triathlon
Sep 30     Sun 8:15 am   Escape from Alcatraz Triathlon      
Oct 3     Sun 9:30 am   Walt Schneebeli Over 60 Cove 
Oct 13     Sat  9:30 am  Alcatraz
Oct 31       Wed 11:00 pm  100-Mile Swim Ends
Nov 10     Sat TBD  Pilot Appreciation Dinner
Nov 22     Th ur 9:00 am  Th anksgiving Day Cove
Nov 24     Fri 5:00 am  Grizzly Bear Challenge
Dec 8         Sat TBD          Shiny Shoes
Dec 16     Sun 9:30 am   New Year’s Day Qualifi er & HolidayBrunch 
Dec 21     Fri 5:00 am  Polar Bear Swim Begins
Dec 31       Sun 11:00 pm  Grizzly Bear Challenge Ends

All times are approximate & subject to change. 
TBD means “to be determined”.

ROWING TRAINING
These Saturdays as 9:00 am 
January 20
February 24
March 24
April 21
May 19
June 23
July 21
August 18
September 22
October 20
November 24
December 22

Fort Point 
3.5 miles

Crissy Field 
2.5 miles

ht Habor
1.5 mile Gashouse Cove

1 mile Aquatic Park Cove

s

Pier 43
1 mile

ec 
Dec 31       S

SWIM PROGRAM RULES
1. Club scheduled swims are 
restricted to club members, who are 
current on their dues and fees and in 
good standing.
2. Swimmers must have current USMS 
membership, or USA Swimming 
membership, as appropriate and 
abide by each organization’s rules and 
requirements.   
3. Swimmers are required to wear 
orange caps on all scheduled swims.
4. Swimmers cannot use swim aids 
including fi ns and wet suits, on any timed 
scheduled swims.
5. New members are not eligible to 
swim in scheduled out-of-cove swims 
for either 6-months from the start of 
their membership, or before successfully 
completing the 100-mile swim, the Polar 
Bear swim, or the Accelerated Out-of-
Cove process.  
6. All out-of-cove swims require a 
pilot:swimmer ratio of 1:3.
7. Time limits may be imposed at the 
discretion of the Swim Commissioner(s).
8. All Club boats are reserved for 
scheduled swims.  Co-pilots are 
encouraged.  Riders are prohibited.
9. Swimmers must register during check-
in and attend the swim briefi ng in order 
to swim.
10. To swim Golden Gate or Alcatraz, 
members must successfully complete at 
least three qualifying swims and help on 
at least two swims.
11. Out-of-town members must have 
successfully completed two of the last 
three club scheduled Alcatraz and/or 
Golden Gate swims or meet Rule 10 
above.
(Nothing in the above rules shall 
contravene any applicable Federal laws 
and statutes.)

Intro to bay swimming usually 
offered o the Saturday or Sunday 
following the monthly Board 
Meetings, check website www.
dolphinclub.org


